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high importance of your mission for India and the Empire.
The eloquence and cogency of your appeals were largely
instrumental in the success achieved by representatives
of India at the Premiers1 Conference last year, which placed
on record a resolution recognizing the rights of citizenship
of Indians, lawfully domiciled in other parts of the Empire.
The ready acceptance of that resolution by the Prime
Ministers of the Great Dominions which you will visit is a
signal proof of the new status of equal partnership won by
India, through her efforts and sacrifices during the War, in
the Councils of the British Commonwealth of Nations/'

In so far as a principle had to be vindicated and estab-
lished Mr. Sastri's mission was a complete success, for no
one was so bold or unjust as to challenge the claims of India
to " the status of equal partnership/' but the application
of the principle was a more delicate and difficult matter.
Happily the application of the principle did not press for
the moment in any of the Dominions named. It was other-
wise in Kenya, as it had been in Natal. Kenya was not a
Dominion or subject to one. It was part of a Crown Colony
subject to the direct authority of the Colonial Office in
London. No Legislatures had to be invoked, and it seemed
as if a short and simple order from Whitehall were all that
was necessary to concede to Indians their demands and
wishes. But if on the side of principle the issue seemed
simple and assured, there was on the material side a con-
siderable obstacle in the fact that a large and growing
Indian settlement was installed within Kenya, and that
they already outnumbered the European element and
threatened to do so in an overwhelming degree very shortly.
In the great Dominions no controversy was in progress, while
in Kenya agitation was rife and propaganda actively carried
on.

A mass meeting of Indians held at Nairobi in March,
1923, demanded " complete equality of status," and sent
delegations on the subject to England and to Bombay,
They also claimed the franchise, and refused to accept
segregation, limitation of immigration and exclusion from
the Highlands, which were to be regarded as an European